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Fontys Engineering 
Fontys Engineering is one of the 26 institutes within Fontys. It 
is situated in the heart of a top technological region, enabling 
it to respond optimally to developments in the region by 
making an important contribution to the regional knowledge 
infrastructure. The programmes at Fontys Engineering include 
Automotive, Electrical Engineering, Mechatronics, Applied 
Mathematics and Mechanical Engineering. 

The development of knowledge is an important part of 
Fontys' social mission; knowledge gained from practice-based 
research. The automotive industry is undergoing an enormous 
transition, meaning that there is a great demand and need for 
knowledge. This transition also means that, in the future, the 
automotive sector will be increasingly intertwined with the 
energy and logistics sectors. This calls for a multidisciplinary 
approach to research. The Future Automotive research group 
takes this approach. 

Future Automotive research groep 
At Fontys, research groups are the axis of the research post. 
The professor is the link between education and research, 
between lecturers and researchers, and between the 
university, the business community and society. The professor 
initiates and maintains contacts with other knowledge  

institutions and acquires subsidy projects. Research groups 
conduct practice-based research, provide education, and help 

those in professional practice to innovate. 

The Future Automotive research group is part of Fontys 
Engineering. It plays a particularly important role in 
multidisciplinary research on the following social themes: 

• Smart mobility; 

• Sustainability & circularity. 

The core task of the Automotive research group is to link the 
demand for knowledge coming from education to practical 
demand from the industry. 

Public-private co-operation (quadruple helix) is essential for 
knowledge development. At the Automotive Centre of 
Expertise (ACE Mobility), we co-operate with other HBO 
(Higher Professional Education) institutions. It brings together 
daily professional practice, HBO automotive education and 
automotive research. We also co-operate with RAI 
Automotive Industry Nederland. 

Fontys chooses to connect its research strongly to education. 
The practice-based group assignments in semester 7 are an 
important example of this, and the research group takes a 

 
Geerts & Partners is seeking a Future Automotive (associate) professor on behalf of Fontys Engineering. Are you in your element in the world of 
education and research? Are you on top of the latest developments in the automotive industry and mobility (the transport of people and goods)? 

Are you able to build on and develop the Future Automotive research group? Then we're keen to speak to you! Do you not (yet) fulfil all the 
requirements? Do you have a PhD and demonstrable knowledge of, affinity with and research experience in the Automotive domain, with an 

external orientation, and are you willing to continue your development? If so, we would also like to speak to you to explore whether you would 
be a fit as an associate professor in the research group. 
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leading role here. The research should also contribute to 
renewing the curriculum and furthering the 
professionalisation of the teaching team. 

The research group aims to grow to become an important 
partner and initiator/catalyst for SMEs. This means that the 
research group will not only help to solve current problems at 
companies, but will also focus on projects for new products 
and services that are currently in the development phase.   

What will your roll as Future Automotive professor entail? 
As Future Automotive professor, you will be the link between 
Fontys and the business community/the academic world. You 
are also responsible for knowledge transfer to the 
programmes of Fontys Engineering in particular. You will be 
the leading professor on the theme of mobility at Fontys 
University of Applied Sciences, and will therefore represent 
the research on this theme to the business community and 
society on Fontys' behalf. The professor is the figurehead, as 
it were, for Fontys on this subject. 

Within the education field, you will use the knowledge from 
your network to modernise the existing automotive-related 
lecture notes from year 2 of the programme. You will be 
expected to work with businesses to define internship and 
graduation assignments on important automotive topics. 

You will flesh out the 2021-2025 research programme for the 
Future Automotive research group. In the coming period the 
programme will focus on topics including: 

• Electrification of road traffic; 

• The integration of new safety systems and systems 
for automatic and autonomous driving; 

• System integration (battery packs, fuel cell systems 
and ADAS); 

• (Smart) manufacturing, in co-operation with the 
manufacturing industry . 

You will work with the members of the research group to 
further strengthen the network with the Dutch Automotive 
industry and relevant government and other institutions. You 
will also increase the focus on international co-operation with 
leading businesses and research institutions. 

For more information on the research group (under its current 
name, Future Powertrain), click here 

What personal qualities do you possess? 
• You're a natural connector; enterprising and a true 

'bridge-builder'; 
• You are an authority in your field, and this radiates 

from you; 
• You're able to convince clients, as well as kindling 

enthusiasm in teachers and students; 
• You are customer- and result-oriented, acquiring 

projects and ensuring that projects are correctly 
implemented; 

• You are able to respond flexibly to internal and 
external changes; 

https://fontys.nl/Onderzoek/Future-Powertrain.htm


 

 
 

 
 

3 

FUTURE AUTOMOTIVE PROFESSOR 
FONTYS ENGINEERING 
 

• Within the team, you are able to work independently 
as well as being a good coach to your colleagues. 

 

What is required of you as Automotive professor? 
• You have a PhD in a relevant field of knowledge and 

have demonstrable knowledge of, affinity with and 
research experience in the Automotive domain; 

• You are able to translate research results into applied 
knowledge and instruments for professional practice, 
and provide support for their implementation; 

• You have fundamental scientific knowledge of your 
own field, along with an understanding of the 
organisation of higher education/vocational 
education and the stakeholders; 

• You are active in a wide network in the Automotive 
world in the Netherlands and further afield 
(government, institutions and the business 
community); 

• You have experience with public funding and grant 
acquisition; 

• You have experience with publications and with 
managing a research group. 

 
The ability to speak and write in Dutch is a prerequisite. 

What does Fontys offer? 
This position is for 28 to 40 hours per week. It is a temporary 
contract with a view to permanent employment. For a 
professor the salary scale is 14/15/16 (salary from €5,345 
and €8,225) and for an associate professor the scale is 13/14 

(salary from €5,029 and €6,813). The precise grading will 
depend on knowledge and experience. Fontys also offers an 
8% holiday allowance, an 8.3% year-end bonus, and a travel 
allowance. The location is Eindhoven (within walking distance 
of the station). 

Are you interested? 
Applications close on 8 november 2021. Please upload your 
CV and letter of motivation to our website: 
https://www.geerts-partners.nl/vacatures/ 

If you would like more information before applying please call 
Marc Knaapen via +31-13-207 1006. 
  

https://www.geerts-partners.nl/vacatures/

